
Themes from one-on-one meetings Draft Policy Outcome

• Resilience to drought and flooding
• Optimum water resources and levels (Not too much, not too little)

o Sufficient water supply for wildlife, agriculture, and for future 
supply

o Flooding of farmlands has economic and environmental 
consequences

o Optimum water levels during the harvest periods
o Consider water quantity impacts downstream, e.g., to 

Assiniboine in Manitoba 

Ag water management supports a 
landscape that has capacity to 
be resilient against both flooding (outside 
of extreme events) and drought.

This outcome also includes upholding 
inter-jurisdictional water quantity 
obligations, to the extent possible.

• Abundant and healthy groundwater – this is important for local water 
supply

o Ag water management is connected to groundwater recharge

Ag water management retains availability 
of groundwater to support communities 
and industries.

WATER QUANTITY

Themes from one-on-one meetings Draft Policy Outcome

• Good water quality for drinking, agriculture and livestock 
production, wildlife, recreation, and general public
o Access to high quality water is a priority for livestock producers
o Ensure that the lakes are healthy for the future generations
o Concern with the inability to manage water quality as it is more 

driven by weather patterns

• Holistic utilization of the land

• Consider water quality impacts downstream, e.g., to Lake Winnipeg

• Meet commitments to downstream partners (e.g., MB and US) 

Ag water management maintains water 
quality that supports human uses and 
maintains healthy aquatic populations 
and biodiversity.

Human uses include drinking water, 
industry, agricultural uses, recreation.

Healthy aquatic populations and 
biodiversity includes ecosystem structure 
and function.

This outcome includes upholding inter-
jurisdictional water quality obligations, to 
the extent possible.
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• Sustainable and viable population and diversity of species
o Healthy and sustainable continental waterfowl populations
o Healthy, sustainable, and balanced (population management) wildlife 

resources
o Protect wildlife, stop the decline of wildlife resources, no extinction, do not 

add species into the list of species that are in extinction
o Reduce potential risks of invasive species
o Distribution and diversity of habitat
o “Culture, hunting, fishing, and gathering are at the forefront for all families 

of our nation.”

• Ensure economic and cultural value associated with wildlife retention are realized

• Co-existence of wildlife habitat and ag industry

• Recognition of agricultural producers’ contributions in providing habitats and 
wildlife sustainability

Ag water management maintains 
habitat quantity and quality that 
supports biologically diverse and 
resilient fish and wildlife 
populations (aquatic and 
terrestrial). 

This includes upholding Species-
at-Risk obligations, migratory 
bird convention, and other 
national agreements.

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY
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• Strong and stable agriculture economy
• Sustainable agricultural sector growth and productivity through efficient land 

management
o Leveraging technology and producer innovation for profitability
o Profitable, sustainable, regenerative agriculture (rebuild soil health)
o Resilience to drought and flooding guarantees stronger GDP
o Ensure consistent and efficient production, increased yields and profitability 

for farmers
o Create market for sustainably produced crops in SK

• Sustainable agricultural growth that provides economic, environmental and 
social balance.

Ag water management 
promotes productive and 
profitable farms to support a 
resilient, sustainable, and 
growing agricultural economy.

This includes supporting growth 
in Saskatchewan’s natural 
resource export.

WILDLIFE RESOURCES
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• Healthy and thriving communities
• Resilient communities prepared for climate change
• Support a robust ag industry that will ensure investment in rural communities 

and reduce rural-urban migration
o Support a thriving community through an effective water resources 

management
o Active participation of communities in ag production

• Mitigate flooding of private properties and infrastructure
• Increased tourism and access to ecological goods and services

Ag water management promotes 
a robust agriculture industry that 
will support healthy and thriving 
in rural communities.

• Fair conflict resolution 
• Resolving conflicts in a fair and swift way
• “Working together, understanding each other is a good start to securing 

relationships”

Ag water management resolves 
and manages local conflict around 
drainage and build public trust in 
the agriculture sector.

SASKATCHEWAN COMMUNITIES


