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Introduction

The Water Security Agency (WSA) is committed to service excellence and recognizes the benefits of 

engagement when making decisions that affect Saskatchewan residents, communities, organizations, and 

businesses. The contributions of agricultural producers, agricultural industry, municipalities, Indigenous 

communities, environmental groups, and the province’s research community will help inform, shape, and 

implement a made-in-Saskatchewan Agricultural Water Management Mitigation Policy.

A comprehensive engagement process will help ensure that a mitigation policy is designed to be practical and 

effective at managing our agri-environmental priorities.
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Agri-environmental priorities of the Agricultural Water Management Strategy

Flood mitigation, drought response and adaptation: We will manage our water resources to prevent flooding 
of private lands and impacts to infrastructure, and to increase our resilience to drought.

Water Quality: We will manage our water resources to ensure the quality is sufficient for Saskatchewan 
residents to continue using these resources for agriculture, recreation, drinking water, and livestock 
watering.

Wetland Habitat: We will manage our water resources to ensure there is sufficient wetland habitat in 
both quality and quantity to support valued wildlife species.

Soil Health and Greenhouse gas management: We will manage our water resources to ensure that soil health 
is maintained (e.g., wetland vegetation prevents soil erosion and prevents loss of soil nutrients) and is able to 
support a productive agriculture, and to contribute to managing our greenhouse gas emissions.

Engagement objectives

o To use information gathered through the engagement process to support the development of a mitigation
policy that will meet desired policy outcomes and address the needs of stakeholders and Indigenous 
communities and the broader public, to the extent possible. The desired policy outcomes will be developed 
as we engaged with stakeholders and Indigenous communities.

o To develop and enhance WSA’s relationships with a diverse range of stakeholders and Indigenous 
communities, and to create and strengthen effective partnerships.



How can a mitigation policy benefit you?
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Communities and Municipalities
A mitigation policy that includes flood controls and maintaining wetlands on the landscape protects 

investments in local community infrastructure from flooding impacts. Effective water management, including 

managing our wetland resources increases climate change resilience by managing wetlands as carbon sinks 

and by preparing for future droughts and flooding.

Agricultural producers
Saskatchewan producers are supporting the province’s growing economy and are also acting as land stewards 

by taking steps to protect water quality, reduce downstream flooding and maintain habitat. A mitigation 

policy provides recognition of the good work that producers are doing.

A mitigation policy will protect the investment of farmers and ranchers in their operations, support continued 

access to  global markets that are becoming more focused on sustainable food production and help ensure 

that water is available in sufficient quantity and quality for livestock watering and irrigation. The policy will 

also provide regulatory certainty and clarity, while ensuring flexibility to reflect economic and agronomic  

realities, and collective environmental and social values of Saskatchewan people. Finally, having a policy 

which considers Federal requirements may provide additional assurances that agricultural operations in 

Saskatchewan align with federal requirements (e.g., Environmental Impact Assessment, Species at Risk Act, 

Fisheries Act).

Environmental groups
A mitigation policy will support a healthy and resilient working landscapes, which is important to maintaining 

habitat for sustainable populations and diversity of wildlife, fish and plants. Managing wetlands will also 

protect water quality in Saskatchewan’s lakes and rivers, while mitigating climate change through carbon 

sequestration. Further, a policy will complement environmental groups' wetland stewardship activities.

Saskatchewan residents
A mitigation policy will support sustainable wetland resources, so Saskatchewan residents continue to enjoy 

the many services that the province’s water resources provide, including drinking water, recreation (e.g., 

hunting, bird-watching, swimming in the lakes), and cultural activities. Different components of a mitigation 

policy will support land use practices, that in return support healthy populations and a diversity of fish and 

plants. 

Indigenous communities
A mitigation policy will help safeguard habitat for wildlife, and Indigenous peoples are able to maintain their 

land-based practices including hunting, fishing, trapping and cultural practices. Such policy will support a 

healthy and resilient working landscapes, which is important to maintaining habitat for sustainable 

populations and diversity of wildlife, fish and plants. Managing wetlands will also protect water quality in 

Saskatchewan’s lakes and rivers and increase resilience to future droughts and flooding.

The Water Security Agency will work towards a mitigation policy that enables agricultural producers to
manage their water through drainage while practicing sound stewardship. The vision is for landowners to 
retain current drainage works and allow for incremental new sustainable and responsible drainage
development. Agri-environmental priorities will be managed using a variety of tools including wetland 
retention where wetlands are retained across the landscape in sufficient quantity to mitigate potential 
impacts.
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Engagement, Collaboration and Partnership with stakeholders and Indigenous peoples
WSA values the essential contributions of Saskatchewan’s agricultural producers, municipalities, 

environmental and conservation groups, industry, Indigenous peoples, and research community in shaping 

and implementing Saskatchewan’s mitigation policy. The Agency will have ongoing opportunities for 

engagement and will strive to ensure that stakeholders and Indigenous communities are kept informed of 

our progress. WSA will launch the engagement process through a plenary session in Regina and in Saskatoon 

in July 2022. These engagement sessions and the demonstration and research projects described above will 

be a major step to ensure that we get this made-in-Saskatchewan policy right.

WSA’s Demonstration and Research Projects Initiative
WSA has been working with producers, scientists and other partners to look at innovative ways to approach 

water management in working agricultural landscapes. Through several demonstration and research projects 

that started in spring 2020, different management practices and new technologies are being tested. These 

include the use of flow controls; using drained water for irrigation purposes; maintaining wetlands on the 

landscape; wetland consolidation (i.e., draining smaller wetlands into a large wetland); and 

implementation of beneficial management practices in conjunction with properly designed drainage.

These management approaches are being evaluated by research partners for agronomics, hydrology, water 

quality and habitat considerations.

Learnings from these projects will help WSA better design a policy that is innovative, practical, acceptable 

and effective at managing for our agri-environmental priorities. The results of the evaluations will help us to 

inform results-based outcomes and design tools that support the success of the agricultural industry and 

communities.

What are we engaging on?
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2 Policy Framework

Introduce the policy framework. The 
framework will provide the structure 
for a comprehensive mitigation 
policy. This document will contain 
high-level policy directions to 
empower different components of a 

comprehensive mitigation policy.

Guiding Principles

Seek feedback on the set of guiding 
principles. These principles will help 
ensure that the  policy reflects 
collective values and needs of 
Saskatchewan residents.
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2 Desired Mitigation Policy 

Outcomes

These outcomes will serve as results-
based targets for a mitigation policy. An 
accompanying measurement framework 
that includes a set of performance 
indicators and regular public reporting 
will be developed.

Mitigation approaches

These will capture a comprehensive set of 
policy tools to address the impacts of 
drainage.
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3 Mitigation Policy 

package including an 
Implementation Plan

The policy package will include 
clear information about the 
desired policy outcomes and 
how WSA, producers and 
partners will work together to 
achieve them. 

How are we going to develop a mitigation policy?



The Water Security Agency is committed to a comprehensive engagement process that is transparent and 
inclusive. Thus, the agency is launching an ongoing engagement process in July 2022, with a commitment to 
finalizing a mitigation policy in fall 2023. This approach is intended to seek feedback from multiple interests 
and ensure perspectives are heard and considered during entirety of policy development.

Jul 2022: 
Plenary 1 

Aug-Oct 2022

On-going 
engagement and 
drafting of policy 
outcomes and 
mitigation 
approaches

Nov 2022:

Plenary 2

Dec 2022-Feb 2023: 

Development of Mitigation 
Policy informed by 
engagement

Mar-May 2023: 

On-going 
engagement on 
implementation 
plan

Jul 2023: 
Plenary 3

Fall 2023: Finalize 
Mitigation Policy 
Package and 
Implementation 
Plan
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We’d like to hear from you.

Your views will help shape Saskatchewan’s Agricultural Water Management Mitigation Policy. Please send us 
your comments with “Mitigation Policy” as the subject line to agwatermanagement@wsask.ca.

We will continue to receive feedback on this specific topic from July 2022 to July 31, 2023.

What is the timeline for developing a mitigation policy?

mailto:agwatermanagement@wsask.ca

