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25 Year Saskatchewan Water Security Plan: Report for 2020-21 
 
 

Action 
Number 

Action Description 

1.1a Promote adoption of best conservation and efficiency practices and technology through education, 
regulations, water licence conditions and new programming 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  

Update: (Dormant/Pending) New allocation policy, including water conservation measures, will be developed 
along with overarching water management legislation. Updated legislation is required to enable a more 
efficient and risk-based approach to allocations and the approval of water diversion works. This initiative will 
not proceed until such time that the agency responds to a call for legislation that allows for coordinated 
consultation with stakeholders on both legislation and policy. WSA Legal Services is currently drafting a five-
year plan to create a coordinated and achievable schedule for legislative review. 

1.1b Investigate pricing strategies as a means of promoting water conservation 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Dormant/Pending) New allocation policy, including water conservation measures, will be developed 
along with overarching water management legislation. Updated legislation is required to enable a more 
efficient and risk-based approach to allocations and the approval of water diversion works. This initiative will 
not proceed until such time that the agency responds to a call for legislation that allows for coordinated 
consultation with stakeholders on both legislation and policy. WSA Legal Services is currently drafting a five-
year plan to create a coordinated and achievable schedule for legislative review. 

1.1c Work with partners to promote research and development of innovative technology that improves the 
efficient use of water 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Dormant/Pending) New allocation policy, including water conservation measures, will be developed 
along with overarching water management legislation. Updated legislation is required to enable a more 
efficient and risk-based approach to allocations and the approval of water diversion works. This initiative will 
not proceed until such time that the agency responds to a call for legislation that allows for coordinated 
consultations with stakeholders on both legislation and policy. WSA Legal Services is currently drafting a five-
year plan to create a coordinated and achievable schedule for legislative review. 
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Action 
Number 

Action Description 

1.2a Evaluate existing water supplies and future demands for the next 25 years and beyond to determine the 
need for new infrastructure across the province 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 and Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Dormant/Pending) Although progress has been made as it relates to this action, reassignment of WSA 
resources has left the action as Dormant/Pending. Therefore, WSA will revisit the purpose and utility of this 
action as part of a 25 Year Saskatchewan Water Security Plan renewal. 

1.2b Investigate alternative measures to increase the delivery of water from Lake Diefenbaker to Buffalo Pound 
Lake, including evaluation of the feasibility of the Qu’Appelle South Irrigation Project 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2014-15.) In 2014-15, Stantec completed a multi-year study of methods to increase the 
ability to convey water from Lake Diefenbaker to Buffalo Pound Lake, including both in valley and out of valley 
methods. Based on the outcome of this work, WSA has since adopted an approach of channel dredging and the 
installation of rock structures to reduce velocity and erosion, and to limit the movement of sediment to 
prevent further degradation of the channel and restore its conveyance capacity.   
 
WSA has since worked with the South Central Enterprise Region (SCER) to explore the feasibility of the 
Qu’Appelle South Irrigation Project (QSIP)’s main canal to deliver water to Buffalo Pound Lake in the open 
water season. 
 
Stantec’s work meets short-term water demands (10 to 20 years), while the SCER work will support long-term 
water demands (20 to 50 years). 

1.2c Examine alternative ways of instituting the concept of “user-pay” with respect to the development of 
additional provincially-owned, multi-purpose water supply infrastructure 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2014-15.) Work was completed on user-pay for the Qu’Appelle conveyance projects. 
The chartered accountancy and business advisory firm, MNP, was contracted to develop the final report 
(Conceptual Evaluation of Water Pricing Concepts).    
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Number 

Action Description 

1.3a Develop a modern system of water allocation, including a new allocation policy and regulations 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Dormant/Pending) New allocation policy, including water conservation measures, will be developed 
along with overarching water management legislation. Updated legislation is required to enable a more 
efficient and risk-based approach to allocations and the approval of water diversion works. This initiative will 
not proceed until such time that the agency responds to a call for legislation that allows for coordinated 
consultation with stakeholders on both legislation and policy. WSA Legal Services is currently drafting a five-
year plan to create a coordinated and achievable schedule for legislative review. 

1.3b Review existing water rights licences and assess current water use 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 (priority)/2016 (other) 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) All existing industrial, municipal, and "other" surface water files have been reviewed. A 
review of irrigation files, with the exception of the southwest region, has been completed. A prioritized review 
of southwest irrigation files is ongoing and being carried out in conjunction with a number of programs to 
divest provincial and federal irrigation assets, transfer of community pastures, and a review of back flood 
irrigation projects that may require drainage approvals. 

1.3c(a) By watershed, determine the existing use of water 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 (priority)/2016 (other) 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Track/On Schedule) Water use data is collected and compiled annually with the ability to report 
use by watershed as well as by sector.  

1.3c(b) By watershed, determine the level of protection of environmental flows, how much water is available for 
future allocation, and identify areas where water scarcity may be a factor 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 (priority)/2016 (other) 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Serious Obstacle or Not Started & Behind Schedule) In February 2021, Licensing and Water Use, 
Hydrology, and Water Quality and Habitat Assessment initiated a joint pilot evaluation of water use, 
environmental flows and availability for future allocation in the North Saskatchewan River. However, due to 
competing priorities, this work has been deferred. 
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Number 

Action Description 

1.4a Work with Canada to continue to assess and seek funding support for further irrigation opportunities 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Agriculture 
 

Update: (On Schedule/On Track) The Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) began on April 1, 2018 and 
provides irrigation programming for new irrigation development and environmental efficiency programs. CAP 
was accessed and funds were paid out for both the development and environmental efficiency programs. As of 
March 31, 2021, there has been $5,138,952 funding paid out resulting in new irrigation development of 9,962 
acres. In addition, there has been $917,084 paid out to 69 applications for adopting improved environmental 
efficiencies. The total paid out for the irrigation portion of the CAP program to-date is $6,056,036. 

1.4b Develop an irrigation strategy that prioritizes opportunities for infill and new irrigation projects for 
development and assess the need for irrigation infrastructure rehabilitation 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Agriculture 
 
Update: (Completed in 2014.) The Ministry of Agriculture refreshed the strategy in 2017 and plans to update 
and modernize it in 2021. This will be completed through discussion with industry and incorporating feedback, 
where possible, while maintaining strategy ownership.  

1.4c Work with Canada to transfer ownership of federal irrigation projects to local patrons 
 
Completion Target Year: 2019 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Agriculture 
 
Update: (Temporarily Stalled or Behind Schedule) Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) is working on 
decommissioning and transferring assets to local patrons and districts. AAFC is currently decommissioning two 
projects near Maple Creek and working to transfer the irrigation assets to the Val Marie Irrigation Project, 
where the assets will be transferred to the irrigation patrons group. AAFC is also working to transfer its 
irrigation assets to the Rush Lake Irrigation District. Rush Lake is a provincial irrigation district; however, it uses 
federal assets to convey the water. The Rush Lake assets will be transferred by AAFC to a combination of the 
RM and the district. 
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Number 

Action Description 

1.4d Develop new criteria for allocation licensing based on best practices and new technologies to sustainably 
support irrigation 
 
Completion Target Year: 2017 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Agriculture 
 
Update: (Completed in 2018.) New irrigation water licences are being issued by the Water Security Agency 
based on actual usage requirements and availability in consultation with the ministry. Irrigation district water 
licences will be similarly updated by WSA in the future. 

1.5a Continue work with research partners on climate change impacts to identify possibilities for adaptation 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) WSA continues to work with researchers on gaining greater understanding of 
the climate conditions affecting water quality and aquatic habitats in the province. In 2018-19, new work 
started on acquisition of weekly time series water flow information for major streams in southern 
Saskatchewan including the following: South Saskatchewan River, North Saskatchewan River, Qu'Appelle River 
and Souris River. WSA is also contributing to research and adaptation efforts to prepare and adapt for 
hydrological drought and flooding through the Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) Building Regional 
Adaptation Capacity and Expertise program and floodplain mapping programming, respectively. WSA continues 
to work with researchers to understand the effects climate change may have on water management practices. 

1.6a Develop detailed aquifer maps 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Paused) Rather than focusing on further refining existing general maps, the agency is focusing on 
describing and understanding important individual aquifers, aquifer systems and hydrogeologic areas (e.g., 
refined mapping, characteristics, flow dynamics, stresses, sustainability, etc.). 

1.6b Analyze the water supply situation in the major rivers 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Dormant/Pending) Although progress has been made as it relates to this action, reassignment of WSA 
resources has left the action as Dormant/Pending. Therefore, WSA will revisit the purpose and utility of this 
action as part of a 25 Year Water Security Plan renewal. 
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Number 

Action Description 

1.6c Determine the existing water use by sector and delineated by the major basin 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2013-14.) Completed as part of the water use evaluations for 2012 by sector and 
watershed (see Action 1.3b) with the water use information made available on the WSA website. The 
Community Water Use Records are updated annually and reflect the water consumption data for a majority of 
Saskatchewan municipalities from 1997-2017. This information contains Saskatchewan Ministry of Health 
population statistics, monthly, yearly, average day, peak day and per capita water consumption, as well as peak 
day factors.  

1.6d Examine projected water demand by sector within major basins to the year 2060 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2013-14.) A Water Demand Study completed and posted to the WSA website. The 
study was undertaken by Dr. Suren Kulshreshtha from the University of Saskatchewan, Department of 
Bioresource Policy, Business and Economics. The objective of the Water Demand Study was to assess current 
and future water demands in various economic sectors and by major drainage basins in Saskatchewan.   

1.6e Identify environmental flows to support the aquatic ecosystem 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
   
Update: (Complete) Field survey and assessment results shared with Southwest region and implications for 
water management discussed.  

1.7a Determine economic value of water in alternative uses 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2015) A Water Valuation and Use Study was completed by Econics in 2015 to assess the 
relative importance of the many needs supported by this critical resource. 

https://www.wsask.ca/About-WSA/Publications/Community-Water-Use-Records/
https://www.wsask.ca/Water-Info/Water-Demand-Study/
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Number 

Action Description 

1.7b Assess how the economic value of water could be used in allocation decision-making 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2015) A Water Valuation and Use Study was completed by Econics in 2015 to assess the 
relative importance of the many needs supported by this critical resource. 

2.1a Review and update the province’s approach to safe drinking water, including consideration of the 2002 Laing 
Report and the 2002 Safe Drinking Water Strategy 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Behind Schedule) WSA met with Saskatchewan Health in early 2020 to discuss the safe drinking water 
strategy. At that time, the decision was made to maintain the current approach of managing safe drinking 
water from source to tap, with minor modifications to The Waterworks and Sewage Works Regulations 
required. One modification completed in 2020 was removal of the automatic requirement for a water system 
assessment every five years by many system owners in the province. Many municipalities, especially the 
medium to smaller communities, should see savings (about 30 per cent on average). WSA continues to make 
improvements to protocols and guidelines such as inspection, permit, audit protocols, drinking water 
monitoring standards. The Waterworks and Sewage Works Regulations are set to go through red-tape review 
in 2022-23, with preliminary work to begin in 2021-22. 

2.1b Investigate and encourage opportunities for regional water treatment plants and distribution pipelines to 
increase access to, and protection of, high quality drinking water 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) The agency continues to work with SaskWater, Government Relations and 
SaskBuilds to promote regional drinking and wastewater systems where appropriate. WSA provided water 
quality information to SaskWater to aid in evaluating the feasibility of a regional water system in 
Saskatchewan. WSA also works with Government Relations to assess the feasibility of regional systems under 
the infrastructure funding program. 

2.1c Evaluate the financial needs of communities for operation, maintenance and renewal of water infrastructure 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) During 2015, Water Security Agency required 188 municipalities to do an assessment of 
their waterworks. The assessment included examination of the financial viability of drinking water systems 
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Action 
Number 

Action Description 

including: annual operation and maintenance costs of the municipal waterworks, an estimate of the capital 
replacement costs of any major system components that are expected to require replacement within the next 
10 years, approximate cost estimates for anticipated non-routine maintenance, upgrades or expansions, and 
recommendations of appropriate water rates to meet future costs. Waterworks system assessment on smaller 
systems were completed in previous years. A Strategic Utility Pilot was also completed with government 
partners via a contract with McNair Business Consulting to develop a strategic approach to regional utility 
development and to evaluate the feasibility and financial factors influencing the development of regional 
systems.  

2.1d Develop a strategy to encourage communities to renew drinking water infrastructure 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Government Relations 
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) The province has committed to being a funding partner under the federal 
New Building Canada Fund and Clean Water and Wastewater Fund. In 2018-19, Saskatchewan announced 
federal and provincial funding for 103 projects that have a municipal drinking water component with total 
project costs of $369.3 million. Both programs are fully allocated. Drinking water infrastructure renewal will 
also be supported through the federal Gas Tax Fund. Municipalities are also able to utilize unconditional 
Municipal Revenue Sharing funds for infrastructure projects, at their discretion. Priority northern municipal 
water projects continue to be addressed with project management support from SaskWater. The Northern 
Water and Sewer Program provided funding to upgrade water and sewer systems in northern communities. 
Northern water and wastewater projects are also receiving funding under the New Building Canada Fund and 
Clean Water and Wastewater Fund. In October 2018, the province committed to being a funding partner under 
the federal Investing in Canada Infrastructure program. As of March 31, 2021, 12 municipal drinking water 
projects with total project costs of $39.42 million have been approved. Additional intakes for drinking water 
projects are being planned. 

2.1e Assess, with federal and First Nations governments, opportunities for the province to provide infrastructure, 
including connections to regional water systems, and technical and inspection services on reserves on a cost-
recovery basis 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) Information and assessment of the option for provision of drinking water via 
regional infrastructure is performed during meetings, public events and interaction with First Nations as well as 
during general education efforts on safe drinking water. WSA will be evaluating the provision of inspection 
services as regulations are developed pursuant to The Safe Drinking Water for First Nations Act.  
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Number 

Action Description 

2.2a Review and rationalize the regulatory regime applying to semi-public systems 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Temporarily Stalled or Behind Schedule) Limited progress has been made as it relates to this action as 
WSA plans to coordinate with Saskatchewan Health for its input/feedback.   

2.2b Support research on water treatment technologies for point of use/point of entry (POE) water systems 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) During the 2019-20 fiscal year, WSA approached Saskatchewan Association of 
Rural Municipalities (SARM) on the issue of Point-of-Entry (POE)/Point-of-Use (POU) water treatment systems 
for rural water pipelines; SARM is now more aware of the risk this approach presents. WSA will continue to 
look at options for regional systems with other provincial ministries, agencies, and crown corporations. 
Although discussions continue with SARM on potential use of POE/POU systems, no POE/POU research 
initiatives were initiated in 2020-21. 

2.3a Implement an effective education and information strategy to raise awareness of drinking water safety 
issues, including information on proper well management, system operation and maintenance, water quality 
testing, and identification of and solutions for groundwater quality problems 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) Update of landowner’s guide for private groundwater systems scheduled for 
completion in September 2021. Program review of proposed expanded groundwater private system extension 
program is currently paused. 

During 2020-21, seven water and wastewater related documents were updated. WSA presented on Liquid 
Domestic Waste Disposal and Aquatic Nuisance Control at a Saskatchewan Water and Wastewater Operator 
Association webinar. 

2.3b Encourage testing of private water supplies, including testing for heavy metals 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed) WSA's rural water quality program has essentially ended; this was the primary avenue by 
which this initiative was delivered. However, through the SaskH2O website, information of water quality and 
testing for private wells is provided on an ongoing basis. 

2.3c Provide water testing and treatment advice in at risk locations during emergency events such as flooding 
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that pose a high risk of drinking water contamination 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) Generally, when emergency conditions exist (e.g., flooding, spills) that 
threaten water supplies, WSA fulfills this ongoing role, although there were no significant events in 2020-21. 

3.1a Evaluate the status of existing municipal wastewater facilities to determine needs for upgrades 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) WSA completed a technical assessment of the status and capacity of all regulated 
wastewater systems in Saskatchewan in 2015-16. Risk assessments for wastewater systems subject to the 
Wastewater System Effluent Regulations and the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment Canada-
Wide Strategy for Municipal Wastewater Effluents were also evaluated. Municipal wastewater facilities’ 
compliance with standards are tracked to prioritize upgrades. Work intended by the 25-Year Plan is considered 
complete; however, WSA is tracking progress on upgrades to wastewater treatment systems given the Water 
Systems Effluent Regulations (WSER), Municipal Wastewater Effluent (MWWE) and regulatory 
implications/requirements. 

3.1b Develop an agreement with Environment Canada (now ECCC) for coordinated implementation of the 
Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment Municipal Waste Water Effluent Canada-Wide Strategy 
and the federal Wastewater System Effluent Regulations 
 
Completion Target Year: 2013 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) As of July 2015, an agreement is in place with Environment Canada for WSA to deliver the 
Wastewater System Effluent Regulations in Saskatchewan. Coordination committee meetings were held with 
Environment Canada and implementation under the agreement will continue. WSA initiated discussion of 
renewal of the administration agreement with Environment and Climate Change Canada in late 2018-19. As of 
March 31, 2020, a draft admin renewal agreement had been approved by both responsible provincial and 
federal ministers.  

3.1c Develop a strategy to encourage the renewal of municipal wastewater treatment infrastructure to ensure 
protection of water quality in receiving water bodies 
 
Competion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Government Relations 
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) The province has committed to being a funding partner under the federal 
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New Building Canada Fund and Clean Water and Wastewater Fund. Both programs are fully allocated. In 2018-
19, Saskatchewan announced federal and provincial funding for 110 projects that have a municipal wastewater 
component with total project costs of $406.9 million. Wastewater infrastructure renewal will also be 
supported through the federal Gas Tax Fund. Municipalities are able to utilize unconditional Municipal 
Revenue Sharing funds for infrastructure projects, at their discretion. Priority northern municipal water 
projects continue to be addressed with project management support from SaskWater. The Northern Water 
and Sewer Program provided funding to upgrade water and sewer systems in northern communities. Northern 
water and wastewater projects are also receiving funding under the New Building Canada Fund and Clean 
Water and Wastewater Fund.In October 2018, the province committed to being a funding partner under the 
federal Investing in Canada Infrastructure program. As of March 31, 2021, five municipal waste water projects 
with total project costs of $30.2 million have been approved. Additional intakes for waste water projects are 
being planned. 

3.1d Develop coordinated policies to reduce risk of water contamination that may result from residential 
wastewater management in high density rural developments and cottage subdivisions 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) Progress has been made in policy discussions with Government Relations regarding 
application of needs for proper communal wastewater treatment systems in communal settings. Requirements 
for engineered communal sewage works are now being included through subdivision-based developments. 

3.1e Define water quality objectives, including nutrient-related objectives, for surface water bodies and 
watercourses in the province, beginning with the highest priority systems and including work on key 
transboundary sites 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) Work ongoing through the Qu'Appelle Basin nutrient loading study to better 
understand impact of Regina wastewater treatment upgrade on the levels of nutrients entering that priority 
watercourse. This work will contribute to developing surface water quality nutrient objectives. Prairie 
Provinces Waster Board (PPWB) objective review process initiated for 2025 objectives. Support to develop 
objectives for the International Souris River Board and Mackenzie River Basin Board are ongoing. 

3.1f Implement a recreational lake water quality monitoring program for swimming areas at lakes across the 
province 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Health 
 
Update: (Complete) Base program is implemented and will be delivered annually. 
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3.1g Provide information and encourage the implementation of beneficial land and water management practices 
to reduce non-point sources of nutrients and other contaminants to surface and groundwater 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) WSA continues to support the Ministry of Agriculture’s (MoA) assessment of 
efficacy of Beneficial Management Practices (BMP) implementation to improve water quality by leading water 
quality monitoring for the Proactive Stewardship Pilot Project near McCord, SK. WSA technologists provided 
field delivery of MoA-led Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP), water-related programming for the third 
year of the program (five-year program life). Coordinated WSA policy and technical input into MoA-led 
development of the balance of the five-year program. Provided grant administration, technical advice, training, 
performance monitoring and reporting services to 11 Watershed Stewardship Groups as primary delivery 
model for CAP. 

3.1h Complete the Boreal Watershed Initiative 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Environment 
 
Update: (Complete) In 2015-16, the Ministry of Environment concluded the five-year study assessing the 
health of watersheds in northern Saskatchewan. Environment finalized a comprehensive report in 2016-17 
summarizing the findings with some 45 technical reports and associated geospatial databases. All technical 
reports and databases are available at the link below or on digital media upon request. A few manuscripts from 
this report are still pending publication within the peer-reviewed literature.   
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/86547 
 
Launched in 2011, the ministry’s Boreal Watershed Initiative provides a baseline assessment on the health of 
Saskatchewan’s northern watersheds. Saskatchewan’s Boreal region contains some of the largest and highest 
quality freshwater resources on Earth. The quality and availability of this natural freshwater reservoir is 
dependent on the integrity of these watersheds. 
 
This study provides an understanding of the state of the environment and potential changes we may be seeing 
on the landscape. Researchers and consultants can use these results to identify regional environmental 
responses to multiple land uses by industry and others. The information is now being using in the Habitat 
Management Plan being developed by the Ministry of Environment. This plan will guide the province’s 
management of habitat in the province including the Boreal region.  

https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/86547
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3.1i Define a strategy to reduce the contamination risk posed to groundwater sources by abandoned water wells 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2013-14) Through the five-year Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP), funding by 
federal and provincial governments is available to support water development and environmental 
programming. This includes the Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program (FRWIP), which supports 
improved public safety and reducing potential groundwater contamination through rural well 
decommissioning. Through FRWIP, well decommissioning projects are eligible for a rebate of 90 per cent of 
eligible costs to a maximum payment of $150,000 per project. This remains unchanged for the life of the CAP 
program to March 31, 2023. 

3.1j Negotiate with Canada a new commitment to continue the Environmental Farm Plan Program, with a focus 
on nutrient management and protection of water supplies 
 
Completion Target Year: 2013 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Agriculture 
 
Update: (Completed in 2013-14.) In 2014-15, an online portal for the Environmental Farm Program (EFP) was 
developed with additional functionality updates done in 2015-16. The ministry is actively working on an update 
to the EFP program that will include streamlined online content and an emphasis on sustainable agri-
environmental practices. Since 2005, more than 12,000 producers have completed an Environmental Farm 
Plan. In 2019, the ministry started updating the EFP content and aligned it with SAI-FSA content. Currently 
working on a delivery method for the revised EFP. 

3.2a Prepare a new provincial wetland policy that includes an assessment of the status of wetlands in the 
province and identification of conservation priorities, including a strategy to retain and restore wetlands 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Temporarily Stalled or Behind Schedule) Work on this file has been delayed until the Mitigation Policy 
is developed with the Agricultural Water Management Strategy. The Wetland Mitigation Policy is one part of 
the overall provincial wetland policy. 

3.3a Establish site-specific objectives for environmental flows in priority surface water systems 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) Environmental flow assessments targeting fish habitat in the Qu’Appelle system were 
completed in 2013 and 2014. Qu'Appelle discussions were completed, with Qu’Appelle water managers 
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confident that environmental flow objectives could be met in most, if not all years. Cypress Hills/Mountain 
Sucker discussions complete. 

3.3b Prepare an aquatic alien species strategy to identify and address significant threats to biodiversity and 
ecosystem health 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Environment 
 
Update: (Complete) The Ministry of Environment developed a draft Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Strategy in 
consultation with other government agencies and NGOs in early 2017. The Government of Saskatchewan has 
implemented a number of actions to prevent aquatic invasive species from entering our province and doing 
harm to waters they invade. 
 
Prevention is of the utmost importance. Government has focused on public awareness through education and 
targeted signage about the Clean, Drain, Dry program, roadside boat inspections, decontaminations and 
regular monitoring of Saskatchewan’s busy waterbodies. 
 
Saskatchewan also partners with provincial organizations, Canada Border Services Agency, and other provincial 
governments in British Columbia, Alberta, Manitoba and the Yukon to coordinate prevention on a regional 
basis.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
The AIS strategy was released in February 2020 and is publicly available on Saskatchewan.ca. To date, no 
invasive mussels have been found within Saskatchewan. 

3.3c Develop protocols with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans to ensure the ongoing protection of fish 
habitat under the new federal Fisheries Act 
 
Completion Target Year: 2013 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) Coordination of Aquatic Habitat Protection Permitting process with Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada’s new approach has been achieved. Provincial-federal issues are dealt with through the Saskatchewan 
Fisheries Advisory Committee. 

3.4a Update the source water protection planning process to achieve resilient, locally appropriate source water 
protection plans that are informed by science to identify key local threats to source water protection, 
address drinking water source protection, and identify achievable solutions for implementation 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) A pilot project with five watershed stewardship groups (WSG) to develop a 
source water protection (SWP) extension program was completed in 2017. Further progress was achieved 
annually toward completing the community inventory and risk assessment for completing provincial coverage 



15 
 

Action 
Number 

Action Description 

(29 watersheds) as well as involving all 11 WSGs. As well, SWP planning processes have been delivered by WSA 
and WSGs in 15 communities since 2014 and that work will continue with more at-risk communities. The 
metric for completed community SWP plans remains unchanged due to COVID complications in 2020-21. 

3.4b Work with Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds to more clearly identify the future roles and 
responsibilities of watershed and aquifer planning groups, including the renewal of source water protection 
plans 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Temporarily Stalled or Behind Schedule) The Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds (SAW) 
experienced governance issues in which member watershed stewardship groups (WSGs) cancelled their 
memberships in 2018-19 and the membership remains at 8 of the 11 WSGs. WSA will need to assess the role of 
SAW as it develops in the coming years in order to progress further on this action. 

3.4c Evaluate the need to expand source protection planning to additional watersheds or aquifers 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Temporarily Stalled or Behind Schedule) An evaluation plan has not been established for the 
expansion of source water protection planning due to competing priorities.  

3.4d Assess and renew the approach to implementing source water protection plans to ensure that threats to 
source water are mitigated into the future 
 
Completion Target Year: 2013 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) A source water protection extension program pilot project report, March 
2017, was advanced to WSA Executive and direction has been given to proceed with the program (see action 
3.4a). 

4.1a Implement the Water Security Agency’s 10-year plan for infrastructure rehabilitation and dam safety 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete in 2011) Following the 2011 flooding, WSA was directed to prepare a comprehensive 10-
Year Infrastructure Renewal Plan for rehabilitation of provincially-owned water management and control 
infrastructure. Since then, this plan has become a tool for WSA to use to track, prioritize and budget for capital 
projects to reduce the risk of a failure or loss of water management benefit. This plan is a living document that 
is continuously updated as WSA becomes aware of new infrastructure deficiencies and as conditions change. 



16 
 

Action 
Number 

Action Description 

As such, a majority of the initiatives within the plan have been incorporated into WSA’s operational work. 

4.1b Establish legislative requirements for dam safety for both public and private dams and identify long-term 
strategies for compliance 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Paused) The legislative requirements for dam safety for both public and private dams have been 
identified. The decision was made to approach this with policy manuals and internal protocols rather than 
going through legislative review or renewal. No long-term legislative strategies for compliance are in place at 
this time.   

4.1c Complete emergency preparedness plans for major Water Security Agency dams 
 
Completion Target Year: 2013 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) Emergency Preparedness Plans for Rafferty and Grant Devine, Gardiner and Qu’Appelle 
River dams were prepared and reviewed with stakeholders in 2013-14, with the Emergency Response Plans 
being completed by April 2016. 

4.2a Review existing reservoir operating plans and update them on a priority basis 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 (priority) 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) Draft Reservoir Operating Plans have been completed for Rafferty and Grant 
Devine. These plans potentially impact the International 1989 Agreement for Water Supply and Flood Control 
in the Souris Basin and have been shared with the US regulators for review and form the basis for the 
development of emergency and interim operating plans in the basin. The process for adopting these plans 
requires board and intergovernmental interaction, so the timeline for the completion and adoption of these 
documents is unknown. 

The Reservoir Operating Plan for Lake Diefenbaker is currently underway, with additional operating plans 
scheduled to be completed; however, specific reservoirs have not yet been identified. 

4.2b Negotiate transfer of federally-owned infrastructure to the province where appropriate to meet provincial 
interests 
 
Completion Target Year: 2017 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2020-21) Transfer of 20 federal dams and subsequent additional three dams and canals 
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officially closed March 31, 2021. WSA has now integrated the operation, maintenance and rehabilitation of the 
assets into its various business lines. 

5.1a Develop improved flood forecasting tools 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) Modelling tools have been developed for five priority watersheds and 
implementation of those tools into an operating platform is expected to be completed early in 2021. This will 
mark a substantial milestone for this work, providing a state-of-the-art flow forecasting system for these key 
watersheds that are home to our largest dams, critical water supplies, and/or significant flood hazard 
vulnerabilities. This system will allow WSA to issue more timely and accurate forecasts, improving decision 
making and flood warning abilities. 

5.1b Develop a provincial emergency flood response plan that addresses community, individual and local 
government responsibilities 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety 
 
Update: (Complete) The all-hazards Provincial Emergency Management Plan is reviewed annually and updated 
as needed. 

5.1c Develop a strategy to ensure communities and the public have access to flood hazard information and are 
aware of potential flood risks 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) WSA led a project on a cost-share basis with Public Safety Canada's National 
Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP) in 2019-2020 to deliver a pilot project to provide 21 flood-prone 
communities with access to modern flood maps and hydraulic models. WSA accomplished this goal and will be 
working to evaluate these products and integrate them into government/community flood mitigation and 
community planning and development lines of business. This was preceded by intensive provincial community 
flood risk assessment work. The initial work culminated in a Community Flood Vulnerability Assessment Report 
published in 2017 and included 75 communities. This has since been expanded and refined and considers all 
incorporated communities in the province. As of March 2021, 118 communities in Saskatchewan have been 
identified as being susceptible to recurrent flood damages and work continues to identify which of those 
communities should have access to modern sophisticated maps and models. WSA was successful in obtaining 
federal funding from NDMP in 2019-20, 2020-21 and 2021-22 to advance community flood mapping, including 
mapping three additional communities as well as reviewing/endorsing another eight preliminary study sites.   
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5.1d Undertake a flood risk assessment of municipal drinking water and wastewater infrastructure 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) WSA’s Environmental Project Officers have general awareness of the flood risk to drinking 
water and wastewater infrastructure. As of March 2019, the Floodplain Mapping Initiative has identified 98 
communities in Saskatchewan susceptible to flooding. Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) acquisition was 
initiated in April 2019. Further assessments have raised the total to 117 communities, with flood plain mapping 
completed for 21 of these communities during the 2019-20 fiscal year. 

5.1e Encourage municipalities to map flood risk areas associated with undercapacity of wastewater and storm 
sewer infrastructure as projected in the Insurance Bureau of Canada’s report on impacts associated with 
climate change 
 
Completion Target Year: 2020 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety 
 
Update: (Temporarily Stalled or Behind Schedule) The province developed a broad disaster mitigation strategy 
with a focus on flood risk, in part to capture funding under the federal National Disaster Mitigation Program 
(NDMP). The province assisted Corman Park, Saskatoon and Prince Albert in obtaining NDMP flood map 
funding. The province (Water Security Agency) was approved for a multi-municipal flood mapping project for 
the final 2018 program intake with the project to be completed in 2020. This project produced flood maps for 
20 communities; however, these products are considered preliminary and must be reviewed and endorsed by 
WSA prior to becoming the maps of record and being extended to the communities. This action is behind 
schedule and the delay is due, in part, to COVID complications. 

5.1f Implement the flood protection and prevention measures established in The Statements of Provincial 
Interest Regulations (SPI) into local official community plans and zoning bylaws 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Government Relations 
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) This is ongoing and is being implemented as communities renew their official 
community plans and zoning bylaws. In 2020-21, 29 new planning bylaws were approved with flood prevention 
and protection measures as contained within the regulations. In addition, 803 subdivisions totaling 1,436 sites 
were approved that meet the flood protection standards contained within the regulations. 

5.1g Pursue negotiations with Canada to develop and implement a new long-term federal-provincial program for 
flood mitigation as part of an all hazards program 
 
Completion Target Year: 2028 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety 
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Update: (On Schedule/On Track) The province worked with the federal government in addressing disaster 
damage reduction for communities under the National Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP). In 2015, 
Saskatchewan was approved for NDMP funding to complete a provincial natural hazard risk assessment to rank 
our most costly and dangerous natural hazards. This work was completed in fall 2018 by the Saskatchewan 
Research Council. The province undertook a flood mapping project of priority communities and assisted 
Corman Park, Saskatoon and Prince Albert to access this federal funding. The final intake was in 2020-21 and 
successful proposals are required to have the works completed in 2021-22.   

5.2a Assess the range of alternatives and implement strategic actions to manage drainage 
 

Completion Target Year: 2013 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) WSA completed an initial assessment that considered a range of options to manage 
drainage in Saskatchewan. This assessment included broad consultation with a range of stakeholders including 
agricultural producers. The Agricultural Water Management Strategy was implemented in 2016 in response to 
the consultation and assessment. As part of the strategy, new policies and processes are developing and 
evolving, and efficiencies are being gained – with continuing improvement to both the approvals process and 
the complaint (Request for Assistance) process – towards increased levels of overall compliance and client 
satisfaction.  

5.2b Develop a results-based drainage works approval process and associated enforcement strategy, including 
the potential use of financial penalties 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) WSA has developed and began implementing the new drainage approval process in 2016. 
Compliance policies have been developed but have not been fully implemented. There will be ongoing work to 
support this item as WSA continues to implement the new approvals process and compliance policies. Ongoing 
implementation will include focused efforts on supporting clients through the process by providing information 
and advice, communication, coordination, and facilitation. Regulatory enforcement will be considered to 
achieve compliance where initial client support options have proven ineffective.   

5.2c Develop new strategies to effectively address excessive moisture concerns on agricultural lands, including 
provision of information and advice on proper drainage design and management and consideration of the 
benefits of wetland retention and restoration 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) In 2019, WSA committed funds to the Demonstration & Research Project 
Initiative to assess the viability of different agricultural water management mitigation options to inform policy 
development. Projects are anticipated to be completed in March 2022. The Demonstration and Mitigation 
project will inform the Mitigation Policy development. The Ag H2Onward producer workshop was launched in 
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January 2021 to provide producers and rural municipalities with information regarding the Agricultural Water 
Management Strategy and innovative ways to manage agricultural water in a changing climate. To date, 10 
virtual workshops have been delivered to 204 individuals. Delivery of this workshop will continue to December 
2021. WSA continues to work with the Saskatchewan Conservation and Development Association and its 
members, rural municipalities, Watershed Stewardship Groups, and other Qualified Persons to advance 
development of network drainage projects through the Agricultural Water Management Strategy. These 
projects are intended to integrate the water management needs of landowners while simultaneously 
addressing flooding, water quality, and wildlife habitat considerations. Wetland features can be incorporated 
into these projects where beneficial and cost-effective as part of a watershed-based network. 

5.3a Develop a coordinated provincial drought response plan that includes monitoring, preparedness, response, 
and recovery approaches 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Ministry of Agriculture 
 
Update: (Complete) The agricultural drought response plan was completed in the 2015-16 year. Work on a 
provincial hydrological drought strategy re-initiated in late 2018-19. The Ministry of Agriculture led the 
development of a provincial Agricultural Drought Preparedness Plan in 2020-21. It is targeted for use by the 
agriculture industry, producers and government and was developed with cross-government feedback. The 
ministry is targeting a public release of this document in 2021. 

5.3b Develop new regulations for water allocation to help manage water shortages during droughts 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Dormant/Pending) A new allocation policy, including water conservation measures, will be developed 
along with overarching water management legislation. Updated legislation is required to enable a more 
efficient and risk-based approach to allocations and the approval of water diversion works. This initiative will 
not proceed until such time that the agency responds to a call for legislation that allows for coordinated 
consultation with stakeholders on both legislation and policy. WSA Legal Services is currently drafting a 5-year 
plan to create a coordinated and achievable schedule for legislative review. 

6.1a Complete a strategic review of major monitoring programs, including surface water, groundwater and water 
quality 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2015-16) Weather Innovations launched our precipitation data mapping site. A more 
collaborative approach with other provincial agencies to establish a Saskatchewan mesonet (a network of 
automated weather and environmental monitoring stations) is being investigated by the Saskatchewan 
Research Council (SRC). WSA completed an assessment of water quality monitoring activities at primary 
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network monitoring sites in Saskatchewan in 2018-19. 

6.1b Develop an integrated geographically referenced database to provide government-wide and public access to 
water-based information 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Temporarily Stalled or Behind Schedule) Some progress has been made toward this action: 
• A “Maps and GIS” webpage was created: https://www.wsask.ca/Water-Info/Maps-and-GIS/. This webpage 

is a “one-stop-shop” for the public to find WSA’s spatial data. This includes links to WSA’s interactive web-
based mapping applications, downloadable links to WSA’s most popular pdf maps, as well as the URLs to 
create “real-time” connections to some of WSA’s GIS layers. 

• An interactive map for Aquatic Habitat Protection Permit (AHPP) zones was created: 
https://wsask.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0d9b1eb606cb4fb184df7d35c3dac9c6. 
This interactive map enables the public to determine which AHPP zone their project falls within and the 
associated AHPP specialist they need to contact.  

• A web-based mapping application showing the location of WSA-owned dams was created, enabling users 
to zoom to the location of a dam and discover basic information about it: 
https://gis.wsask.ca/WSAOwnedDams/ 

• A prototype of an interactive map for the Primary Water Quality Station was created; however, the 
initiative is paused while WSA backfills the competencies within Business Information & Technology 
Systems (BITS).  

6.1c Consolidate precipitation data and information through the development of cooperative agreements and 
partnerships with government and non-government organizations 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) A cooperative agreement with Weather Innovations Network for rainfall mapping 
products has been signed. 

6.2a Establish protocols for informing the public during emergencies related to flood, drought, infrastructure 
failure, and water quality and drinking water concerns 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2014-15) The work completed was directly related to the SaskAlert System which is the 
Government of Saskatchewan’s emergency public alerting program that provides critical information on 
emergencies in real time. Saskatchewan ministries, crowns and agencies have the ability to issue alerts for 
their areas of responsibility when emergency events are occurring that have the potential to affect life and 
safety.   

https://www.wsask.ca/Water-Info/Maps-and-GIS/
https://wsask.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0d9b1eb606cb4fb184df7d35c3dac9c6
https://gis.wsask.ca/WSAOwnedDams/
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6.2b Develop a user-friendly water information portal on the new Water Security Agency web site to make 
information on water and water management issues widely available 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) In an effort to improve user experience on the WSA website (wsask.ca), WSA 
Communications is in the process of developing a new external website platform. This includes investigating 
options to integrate the Sask H2O website (saskH2O.ca) with an existing platform. 

6.2c Report on progress in implementing the 25 Year Water Security Plan 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) Progress in implementing the 25 Year Water Security Plan is reported in 
parallel with the development of the WSA Annual Report. On an annual basis, WSA gathers the updates 
associated with the 25 Year Water Security Plan and make them publicly available on the WSA website 
(wsask.ca). 

6.2d Publish the State of the Watershed Report every five years in an expanded form which can be applied by 
government in the renewal of the 25 Year Saskatchewan Water Security Plan and by the public in decision 
making 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) Originally used as a benchmark tool for assessing watershed health to ensure source water 
protection and sufficient water supplies in Saskatchewan, the Government of Saskatchewan released 
Saskatchewan’s second, and final, State of the Watershed Report on March 29, 2010. Although WSA no longer 
publishes a State of the Watershed Report, every two years WSA contributes data related to the four key 
indicators within Saskatchewan’s State of the Environment Report (1. Water Quality, 2. Water Quantity, 3. 
Water Allocations, and 4. Water Consumption and Conservation). 

6.3a Support the work of the Global Institute for Water Security at the University of Saskatchewan in their 
assessment of the water supply and quality issues in the South Saskatchewan River 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) WSA collaboration with the Global Institute of Water Security (GIWS) has 
expanded beyond the South Saskatchewan River to include other research topics of mutual interest including 
agricultural drainage. 
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6.3b Identify opportunities to collaborate with external academic and research partners on defining and 
undertaking strategic research initiatives 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track)  
• WSA has stepped back from the Global Institute for Water Security's ResNet project (policy aspects of 

wetland drainage through biophysical modeling and stakeholder discussions) but will continue to provide 
data and technical input where possible. 

• The GIWS West Lang and Kronau projects are funded by the ECCC Lake Winnipeg Basin Fund to assess 
nutrient loading of an approved drainage network on the Regina Plains and efficacy of erosion controls and 
other BMPs on nutrient loading. Water quality sampling and hydrometric monitoring was completed for 
the West Lang and Kronau projects. Dry conditions resulted in little flow at either of the project sites. The 
sites are instrumented and ready for spring 2021 monitoring.                                                                                                                           

• The results of a BMP economics project with Montreal Ecole have been published in a peer-reviewed 
scientific journal and presented to Ministry of Agriculture staff.  

• Collection of spring freshet water quality and quantity data is nearing completion for the third year of 
Ministry of Agriculture Proactive Stewardship Pilot to monitor efficacy of BMPs on spring runoff water 
quality in Tetreau/Patriotic Creek.  

• WSA staff participated on 2 graduate student committees of Creed (GIWS) to assess drainage impacts on 
nutrient and carbon sequestration. 

• Proposal with University of Saskatchewan researcher to quantify wetland soil carbon baseline and change 
values in development. 

• Additional collaboration occurred on University of Saskatchewan initiatives Prairie Water Project, 
Integrated Modelling Program for Canada, FORMBLOOM, Towards Saskatchewan Well Water Security, 
Lake Diefenbaker water quality analysis, and University of Regina initiative Quill lakes recharge sources 
assessed using stable isotopes. 

• As part of the drainage mitigation demonstration projects, Program Advancement branch is conducting 
several research and evaluation projects focusing on wildlife, agronomic, economic, water quality and 
flooding components.                                                           

7.1a Develop modern and comprehensive water legislation 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Serious Obstacle or Not Started & Behind Schedule) WSA Legal Services is currently drafting a five-
year plan to create a coordinated and achievable schedule for legislative review. 
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7.2a Establish provincial Deputy Ministers’ Water Committee 
 
Completion Target Year: 2013 
 

Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) Since the committee was initially established, it became an as needed committee based 
on water management issues (e.g., flooding events). It has since evolved into regulary meetings with the 
Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture). 

7.2b Work with Canada to identify opportunities to improve regulatory and program coordination and 
collaboration 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) WSA has a protocol agreement with Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and 
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) to discuss issues. WSA has reviewed the existing protocol 
agreement and offered to meet with Canada to renew it. In 2019-20, WSA initiated renegotiation of the 
agreement with ECCC for the administration of the federal Wastewater System Effluent Regulations in 
Saskatchewan. At the end of that fiscal year, both provincial and federal Ministers responsible had accepted 
the draft agreement in principle. The next steps are for the administration agreement to be endorsed to foster 
ongoing cooperation with ECCC and DFO on municipal wastewater management in Saskatchewan.  

7.3a Develop improved models for engagement with First Nations and Métis to better understand their 
perspectives on water and water management and facilitate effective working relationships 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Paused) WSA had been moving from a model focused on training staff for duty to consult activities to 
also include a mentorship-based approach to teach an interest-based and collaborative approach typically used 
for engagement discussions. However, while a collaborative approach facilitates effective working 
relationships, the duty to consult activities remain and staff time and resources are needed to adequately 
support these activities. 

7.3b Where water management decisions may have an adverse impact on the exercise of treaty and aboriginal 
rights and pursuit of traditional uses, consult with First Nations and Métis in accordance with the First 
Nations and Métis Consultation Policy Framework 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) WSA continues to consult with First Nation and Métis local governments 
regarding regulatory approvals or planning initiatives to identify potential adverse impacts to treaty or 
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Aboriginal rights and to seek options for avoiding or mitigating such impacts. 

7.4a Establish the Provincial Water Council with sector-based representation 
 
Completion Target Year: 2013 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Paused) Rather than establishing the Provincial Water Council, the decision was made for WSA to 
commit to holding meetings with major stakeholders on a regular basis. 

7.5a Investigate new approaches to engage the public and local governments on water issues and decisions of 
importance to them 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) WSA is committed to continuous stakeholder engagement with the public and local 
governments. Engagement is an ongoing business practice. 

7.6a Continue to work with the Prairie Provinces Water Board to evaluate the resiliency of the Master Agreement 
on Apportionment 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Complete) Work to continue as ongoing issues arise. WSA is a member of the Prairie Provinces Water 
Board. 

7.6b In support of the Mackenzie River Basin Board, negotiate bilateral agreements with Alberta and Northwest 
Territories 
 
Completion Target Year: 2016 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Pending) Work on negotiating a bilateral water management agreement with the Northwest 
Territories has been re-initiated in 2021. Work to resume negotiations with Alberta may begin later in the year, 
depending in part on Alberta availability. 
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7.6c Continue to work with the International Souris River Board of the International Joint Commission (IJC) to 
establish an enhanced operating plan for Rafferty and Grant Devine (formerly Alameda) reservoirs 
 
Completion Target Year: 2015 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) Work with US interests through the International Joint Commission on 
developing reservoir operating plans and reviewing the operating agreement. Work is ongoing, currently 
focusing on exchange of technical information. 

7.6d Continue to support the work of the Council of the Federation Water Stewardship Council to use information 
and experience from other jurisdictions across Canada to address water problems in Saskatchewan 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Completed in 2013-14) Study aquifers around Regina and Estevan area. Develop and maintain models 
of different basins. Work to continue as ongoing issues arise. 

7.6e Continue to work with the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment to address emerging water 
issues common to all jurisdictions 
 
Completion Target Year: Ongoing 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (On Schedule/On Track) WSA continues to participate on the Canadian Council of Ministers of the 
Environment (CCME) Water Management Committee to address water related issues common to jurisdictions 
across Canada. Saskatchewan provides input into prioritizing emerging water issues that direct Water 
Management Committee work for the foreseeable future. The WSA VP of Regulatory Services is the 
Saskatchewan representative on this Fed/Prov Committee. 

7.7a Undertake comprehensive water management analyses for priority surface and groundwater systems 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 (priority)/2016 (other) 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Dormant/Pending) Refinements and improvements associated with this action item have progressed; 
however, the work has evolved since the action was originally developed. Therefore, WSA will revisit the 
purpose and utility of this action as part of a 25 Year Water Security Plan renewal. 
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7.7b Implement new watershed modeling and database management systems to allow efficient evaluation of 
new requests for water and ensure that cumulative effects are considered 
 
Completion Target Year: 2014 (priority)/2016 (other) 
 
Lead Ministry/Agency: Water Security Agency  
 
Update: (Dormant/Pending) Refinements and improvements associated with this action item have progressed; 
however, the work has evolved since the action was originally developed. Therefore, WSA will revisit the 
purpose and utility of this action as part of a 25 Year Water Security Plan renewal. 

 
 


	25 Year Saskatchewan Water Security Plan: Report for 2020-21

